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CHRISTIAN SCIENCE AND CANCER
The activities of Caneer "Week have brought

out a protest from a representative of the
Christian Scientists to the advice of Professor
Wolbach, in which advice victims of cancer
were warned to avoid applying to practition-
ers of this faith for relief. As has been noticed
before, the opponents of medical teachings em-

ploy arguments based on the isolated remarks
of some physicians or the attitude of a few
physicians, ignoring the consensus of opinion
of the great mass of the leaders in the
profession.
The argument in favor of Christian Science

treatment of cancer in this criticism is founded
on statements in a book published by Professor
Charles P. Kent and Professor Jeremiah M.
Jenks, reading as follows :

' 'Gradually the fact
is dawning upon us that thoughts are as real
for us as gravity or dynamite." And in
further support, this critic cites the possible
result of a telephone call for help from a dis-
tant friend with the reasoning that the re-

sponse demonstrates the power of unknown
forces, thus building up the claim that good
may come through influences which are beyond
human comprehension.
Many objectors to medical teaching and

practice are sincere and honestly believe that

facts are misinterpreted, and led by their own
beliefs attempt to substitute some procedure
for generally accepted medical customs. If
such beliefs were applied to less serious prob-
lems than cancer the world could wait with
some degree of patience for these theorists to
adjust themselves to the growing consensus of
opinion. The day of inaction, however, is
known to be aá fatal in the end as sitting by a
burning fuse which leads to a charge of dyna-
mite. In rare instances the fuse may cease to
burn, just as some scientific observers have
testified that there may be spontaneous cure
of all malignant disease, but spontaneous cure
of cancer is extremely rare, probably one of
the most unusual exhibitions in nature. The
disasters of delay are abundant and regularly
recorded. Probably the opinion of one medical
practitioner, that early radical removal of can-
cer is not of value, would be controverted by
the opinion of other thousands. The observers
in all hospitals of standing are practically
unanimous on this subject. The Christian Sci-
ence teachers have comparatively little oppor-
tunity to study the behavior of cancer, and as
a class are not competent to do so, hence, ex-
pressions of opinions on this subject are as de-
void of logic as the criticism of the demonstra-
tion that the earth is a sphere.
If this discussion was purely academic, one

could be charitable, but the errors of belief
have tragic importance, and incalculable harm
in done to a sufferer blindly trusting the
teachings of theorists.
We have no quarrel with any teaching which

deals purely with religious faith, but one who
has had experience with cancer recoils with
horror from the dogmas which pretend to deal
efficiently with an operation of natural laws
by occult means, contrary to demonstrated
facts. Have Christian Scientists ever studied
and reported cures of cancer by their meth-
ods? If so, where are the records?
The world is eager for information, and will

find all that is available in the records of hos-
pitals and testimony of accredited investiga-
tors. The man who tries to win a cancer suf-
ferer away from the surgeon by suggesting
the Christian Science alternative, may be tak-
ing upon himself the responsibility of a hu-
man life. The fatuous teachings of Mary Baker
Eddy may be his consolation, but if he has
real sympathy for his fellow creatures he
should attempt to inform himself of the human
sacrifices which have been the result of tactics
applied in the prevention of recognized rem-
edial measures.
The teachings made public during Cancer

Week have placed the facts squarely before the
public. They must choose between scientific
medicine and the false prophet.
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